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Brigadier General Rider was born in Gage, Oklahoma, and raised in Morland and Turon, Kansas.  He graduated from the University of New Mexico with a Masters Degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1973 and was commissioned in the United States Air Force after completing the Reserve Officer Training Course.  Following assignment to Williams AFB, Arizona he was awarded pilot wings and selected for B-52 aircrew training.  This assignment was followed by a tour at Andersen AFB, Guam, during which he served as co-pilot, aircraft commander, instructor and evaluator pilot on the B-52D.

Returning to the United States in January 1981, General Rider served as a staff officer at Strategic Air Command Headquarters, Offutt AFB, Nebraska.  He was a support pilot flying the T-39A and a member of the conventional war planning team, leading efforts in Europe and Southwest Asia to develop conventional force deployment plans for the command.  A subsequent two year tour as the Aide to the Commander-in-Chief, Strategic Air Command, was followed by assignment in August 1985 as the commander, 325th Bomb Squadron, Fairchild AFB, Washington, flying B-52G and B-52H bombers.  During this tour the squadron earned excellent ratings on all command evaluations and led an unprecedented sweep of awards from the Air Force’s bombing and navigation competition. 

After leaving the 325th Bomb Squadron in August 1986, General Rider served as the Assistant Deputy Commander for Operations, 320 Bomb Wing, Mather AFB, California, again flying B-52G bombers.  Following two years during which the wing converted from nuclear alert to conventional training and then closed operations, he again reported to Strategic Air Command Headquarters as the special assistant to the Director for Operations where he conducted force reduction studies for the command’s 8th and 15th Air Forces. 

General Rider then received orders to attend the NATO Defence College located in Rome, Italy.  Following this assignment he reported to Headquarters United States European Command, Vaihingen, Germany, in August 1990.  During this tour he served as the Operations Directorate Command and Control Division Chief having responsibility for all nuclear command and control in the European theater and executive airlift support for the command.  He participated in preparations for Desert Storm and served as battle staff director during that conflict.  General Rider’s next assignment was to KI Sawyer AFB, Michigan, in January 1993 where he assumed command of the 410th Operations Group flying B-52H bombers in nuclear and conventional missions.

In July 1994 he assumed command of the 410th Bomb Wing taking responsibility for an installation comprised of 10,000 personnel with an annual budget in excess of $60 million.  During this command General Rider oversaw the complete drawdown of the military mission and closure of the installation, ultimately turning the entire facility over to the local community for reuse in September 1995.

General Rider was then assigned to Minot AFB, North Dakota, as the commander of the 5th Bomb Wing with responsibility for a 13,000 person installation with an annual budget in excess of $70 million and $3.2 billion in equipment and facilities.  The wing achieved outstanding results in two major nuclear inspections and a conventional combat force deployment and employment evaluation.  In August 1996 he was assigned to the Air Intelligence Agency, Kelly AFB, Texas, as the vice commander.  Over the next two years he developed innovative concepts for defining for the Air Force information operations architecture and was a key driver in establishing an information assurance infrastructure for the Air Force.  In July 1998 General Rider was assigned as vice commander, 8th Air Force, at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana.  In October 1999 he was assigned to the Pentagon as the Deputy Director for Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance, Headquarters United States Air Force.  In the fall of 2000 he retired from the military with 27 years of service.  Mr Rider joined Veridian Engineering in November 2000 as Vice President for C4ISR Programs.  He left Veridian after acquisition by General Dynamics in early 2004.  He joined CACI as the Vice President, Air Force Corporate Business Development in March 2005.  Mr Rider continues to work with CACI as an on-call consultant.
General Rider has flown over 3500 hours in four different aircraft.  His personal decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit (2), Defense Meritorious Medal (2), Meritorious Service Medal (3), Air Force Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal, and the Humanitarian Service Medal (2).  General Rider is married to the former Beverly Marie Kuhl of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The Rider’s have a daughter, Cindy, an International Development professional in Seattle.
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